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emergence of a figure whose achievements dwarfed those
both of his predecessors and of his contemporaries.
In England Shakespeare : in Spain Lope de Vega.

Lope Felix de Vega Carpio, to give him his full name,
was born at Madrid in 1562, the son of an embroiderer.
Extremely precocious, he could read Latin at 5 and wrote
his first play at the age of 12. He became a page and
his master sent him to the University of Alcala, where,
in the Intervals of riotous living, he acquired a good deal
of learning. Then he fell in love with the daughter of an
actor manager and, when she left him, wrote violent
satires against her and her family. He was tried for
criminal libel and banished from Castille for eight
years,

In exile he was married by proxy to the daughter of
a noble who was already threatening proceedings against
him for her abduction. He outwitted justice by sailing
with the Armada and found time during that disastrous
enterprise to write a long pastoral poem, which he followed
up on his return (rather tactlessly !) with an epic on the
exploits of Drake. Meanwhile he continued his writing
and, on the expiry of his sentence of exile, entered the
service of the Duke of Alba. The death of his wife
and son seemed to him a punishment for his misdeeds
and in an access of remorse he became a priest. This
was a mistake. He had no vocation for the Church and,
once his grief was over, continued his dissolute life.
Conduct pardonable in a layman was not so easily
condoned in a cleric and there was a considerable
outcry against him. But no criticisms could deprive
him of the position his fame as a writer had won and
a magnificent funeral was accorded him on his death
In 1635.

Brave and pious, passionate and fickle, Lope lived
many lives in one and the types of people appearing in
his plays were as varied as his own experiences. They
had to be, if his work was not to grow monotonous,